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: respon31b111ty
_making the
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 KOTA KINABALU: Chief -

- Panglima Musa Haji Aman ;
- has called on the private -
- sector; espec1a11y players in

- work with the government
_in moving forward to

NEM

_ natton ‘e said.

“The ‘Performance N ow’

concept is most applicable
n this instance tofacilitate -
the journey to achieve the -

hrgh income economy

status,” headded duringthe
- Federation - of
Manufacturers (FSM) 27th
annlversary celebrattoni- :
. yesterday : -
Hesaid he theme for t‘ns?

year s. anniversary ‘Let’s

‘Work Towards High Income
, Economy isreflective of the -

role of the manufacturlng

_ sector insteering thenation
- towards 2 progressive and-
rk,  vibrant économy under the

~ three guiding principles of
d highincome, sustainability

_and inclusiveness as stated
in the Nat10na1 Economtc
,‘Model NEM),

- “We have to work hard to

Sabah-

~ government
brojects”
_infrastructure facilities.

economlc
constraints’ confrontmg
certain sectors

- “There is a task ahead for

the publlc and private

‘sectors in Sabah to achieve
* national targets “which °

includes raising the per
capita. - income

4,000 for. Sabah) to USDIS 000;""
© in 2020,” he said, ,
Accordmg to: Musa thls ;
decade will see a private -
sector. driven economy in -
the form of investment in -
 the
~ supports”

prOJects - while:
by providing

“The public and private

‘sectors need to work hand
in hand in bringing higher -
growth to the natlon 2 he
- said. -
achleve the goals of the -
“glven the host of -

“As 1n aIl economles
Sabah s socm economlc

growth .

“charges, .
,negat1ve1y 1mpact other ;

' performance is faceﬁ' Wlth

challenges that confrozt all
industries;
capacity to ach ve its j.u
Dbotential. '
““Our -

business, 1nclud1n .
- which

sectors.
“While there are no

overnight solutions, these
.areissuesthat warrant deep
securifyfps they involve and
_ affect many stakeholders,”

hesaid. Musa said FSM and

- other trade chambers and
“associations are regularly

highlighting key issues to

~the  state and federal

governments - ‘through

slowmg ltﬁ

manufacturmg -
sector has seen its share of 4
-Obstacles, key among them 1

~ is the high cost of domg

o~

various channels including
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,through meetings and
- dialogues.
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Seek new opportunities, manufacturers urged
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He added that
government ‘remains
responsive to the needs and
issuesraised by FSM, as the
manufacturing sector is one
of three engines of growth
identified to drive Sabah’s
socio-economic
development - and
advancement. The
determination of FSM and
others is paying off.

“Imust stress.on the need
- for the private sector as an
- engine of growth to source

new avenues and
opportunities in - the
manufacturing sector. As I
have continuously
emphasised, addingvalueto
products and services is
crucial in our quest to set
ourselves apart in a highly
competitive global
"~ economy,” he said.

“There is also a need for

. all stakeholders to identify
the right  courses and

training programmes to

equip our workforce with

the necessary knowledge

and skills to operate

© ~advanced infrastructure

and provide manpower to

the”

industries, espe‘éially those
that focus on value adding
services. -

“To emerge as a winner
in becoming'a high income
nation, we need to focus on
key competitive human
resource strategies. -~ -

“This  will" include
enhancing the level of
professionalism,
productivity - and
competence among local
workers, comparable to
world standards.

“I would like to see FSM’s
participation in providing
therightindustrialtraining
which can be done in

' collaboration with the

government training
institutions. I was made to
understand that FSM has
acquiredalicencetooperate
a training institute, which
will be located at Wisma
FSM,” he added. ;
When commenting on a
call by the FSM president
earlier that asked the state
government to look into the
landissueinvolvingtheland
lease extension, Musa
assured that he would bring
this matter directly to the
Land and Survey
Department
director- Datuk
. OsmandJamalto
look into the
land issue.
Meanwhile,
FSM president
Datuk Seri
Panglima Wong
Khen Thau said
they are
supporting the
government’s
call to reduce
the number of
foreign workers
inordertoclear

the path for locals to take
over. Ve L
However, employersfaced
the problem of recruiting
and retraining locals as
locals perceivefactory work
as demeaning.
“Thefactremains that the
manufacturing and other
labour intensive sectorsstiil
need foreign workers, and
the move must ensure that
the local labour market is
sufficient to meet industry
needs, both in numbers and
in the level of productivity
that is comparable to global
standards,” he said.
_According to Wong, the
industrial sector is also
facing difficulties in land
lease extension.
“Industrial landowners
bemoan the difficulty in
strategic business planning
and securing banking
facilities for expansion and
growth. -
“Banksrequireindustrial
land to have atleast 30 years
of unexpired lease to qualify
ascollateral and the sad fact
is, some lands have only 15
years left as of today.
“There are no clear and
transparent guidelines for
approval of land lease
extensions, nor the

premium rate and the

formula used.

“Industrial lands are
imposed significantly
higher -premium than
agricultural land by the
government when the
returns from industrial
activities outweigh those of
agriculturallands,” hesaid.

The FSM was taking
action to address the land
lease extension issue and
meetings had been held, he
added.
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